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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Spocott is located about 6 miles west of Cambridge, south of
Rte. 343, on the eastern shore of Gary Creek, in Dorchester County, Mary-
land. Commanding an impressive view down the Creek towards the Little
Choptank River, the house is set on low land, the northwest corner of tThe
house being just a few yards from the banks of the Creek. oSpocott 1s a
1i-story frame T-shaped building. The section comprising the top of the
T, at the northern end of the house, was probably built 1in 1867; its roof
ridge runs east-west. The base of the T is essentially a room wide and
was built in two distinct sections, with the roof ridge running north-
south. In the 18th century the middle section was built onto the original
17th century house, now at the southern end. The house 1s clapboarded 1n
yellow pine, painted white, and the framing of the 17th century section
is said to be black gum and oak. The house sits on brick piers, and has
thirteen gable dormers, all of which have 6 over 6 lights. The windows
on the ground floor also have 6 over 6 lights. The porches, which are on
three sides of the building, are all 20th-century additions.

The 19th century section, essentially two rooms on either side of
a central hall, was intended to contain the formal entrance, but it was
probably never used as such. The three-bay facade has a center door v 1
transom and a window to either side. In the asphalt-shingled roof are
three gable dormers with clapboarded sides. Two chimneys arise from the
gable roofline; one is off-center to the left, the other is at the right
end. A porch, partly screened, was added later across the front. Still
visible at the original cornice of the house are large Italianate brackets.
The eastern gable end of this section of the house has two windows on the
first level and one above. The overhanging roof has Italianate brackets.

The east facade of the house is the main approach, and the main
entrance today is through a screened porch which covers the lower level.
The 18th cefiitury section, whose roofline is slightly lower than the 19th
century section, is just two rooms.long, one deep. There is a central
door with a window on each side, and two gabled dormers in the root.
mlese dormers resemble the ones on the 19th century section, but have
planked sides instead of clapboard. Also, they have more steeply pitched
roofs than the others. There are two chimneys in this section: one at the
southern end, and the other off-center to the south, and on the western
slope of the roof.

Th,e southernmost portion of the eastern facade, the 17th century
section, is also the lowest; the roof ridge is a full foot below that of
the 18th century section. Two rooms long and one Ioom deep, it has four
bays on the ground floor, with two doors on the outside and two windows
in the center. The two dormers in the roof have planked sides, resembling
the middle section, but a low-pitched roof, like those on the northem
section. The southern facade of the 17th century section features an .a«-
terior chimney in the gable. There are windows on either side of the
chimney, and one asymmetrically placed window on the second level to the
left of it. The chimney has been rebuilt recently. The clapboards have
also been recently replaced with old pine.
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The western facade, facing Gary Creek, has a modern kitchen
addition on the 17th century section, and a modern kitchen and bathroom
addition on the 18th century section, but the gabled dormers are visible
and repeat the variations seen on the eastern facade. Between these two
additions 1s a covered cistern which consists of a flat roof about four
feet off the ground. A modern brick chimney, square unlike the rest,
arises from a corner of this cistern area.

Inside, Spocott lacks any outstanding architectural details but
continues to reflect its long history and many adaptations. Most of the
interior detail dates from the mid-19th century, although early 20th cen-
tury additions are noted, as well as some late 18th. The front hall of
the 1867 section is narrow with a dog-leg staircase which features a wal-

—~—at handrail which was cut in long sections and then the turns carved in-
> 1t. The floor is random width pine. To the east of the hallway is the
parlor. The door has raised: molding and four panels. The large fireplace
on the 1nterior wall has a modest wooden mantel with pilasters. To the
west of the stalirhall 1s the master bedroom, slightly smaller than the
parlor and with a smaller fireplace and mantel.

South of the stairhall are the two rooms of the 18th century sec-
tion. The first is a wide living room with central fireplace on the
southern wall, Separating the stairhall from this room are two wide panel-
led doors, about three feet wide each, said to have been made and hung by
John A. L., Radcliffe himself. Tpis living room was extensively altered
in the 1920s. The floor of narrow-width pine, the brick fireplace with
wooden mantel supported by brackets, and the plasterboard on the walls
date from that renovation. 1t is also thought that the room was widened
by about six feet 1n this 1920s remodelling. South of the living room is
a sitting room, probably originaliy used as a hall. It features a brick
fireplace on the south wall, and random-width pine floors.

The next two rooms comprise the 17th century, original part of
the house., In the bedroom, the floorboards are about eight inches wide.
A closed stalrway ascending to the second level is panelled with wide
beaded boards. Next to it, along the eastern wall, is a closet which
used to be a passageway into the old kitchen. When the middle section
of the house was added, a hallway to it was made by panelling off the

—talrway and passage to the kitchen, and thus making the bedroom private.
~10ther doorway from the bedroom to the kitchen remainss this door is
engled off at the corner to make room for the stairs above.

The southernmost room in the house was the original kitchen, and
now 1s used as the dining room. Tye narrow, inch-and-a-half beaded
panelling on the walls and ceiling, as well as the narrow pine floorboards
were 1nstalled in an early 20th century renovation. The brick fireplace
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on the southern wall has an iron Ccrane used for hanging pots. There was
originally a narrow staircase in the southeast corner of this kitchen

to provide access to the room above. Once this room was divided into two
rooms with separate staircases. The second floor now consists of five
rooms, all lit by dormer windows. There are two rooms in the 19th cen-—
tury section, two rooms in the 18th century section, and the one large
room, originally two, in the oldest section,

Spocott is fortunate in retalning many 19th-century outbuildings.
To the immediate rear of the house is a small dairy, about six feet
square. Like the house, it is white clapboard with a gable roof. The
northern facade has 3z doory; and the other three have windows, Inside,
there is a brick floor about four feet below ground level with = raised
~cement trough around the walls. |

The rest of the outbuildings are lined up along the southeastern-
most edge of the yard. Most of these are thought to date from the 1850s
John Radcliffe ownership. They are all one-story, whitewashed pine, and
thi'er gable facades contain the entrances, The roofs, except for the
granary, are wood shingled. On the northern end is the coal shed, about
eight feet square. It is clapboard with a dutch coor angd & small door
in the second level in the gable, and it sits in 1ts original position.
South of the coal shed is the old outside kitchen, which had no provision
for a fireplace; a stove was used. It too is clapboard with small win-—
dows above; it was moved from a site near the main house. The next
building, also abut 8 feet square, 1is the smokehouse, moved from its
original place near the dairy. It is of vertical planks and has strap
hinges, THe 1cehouse, on its original site, is slightly larger —-- gbout
10 x 10 == and is covered with wide clapboard. It was converted into a
stable. The next building to the south is the corn house, which has
vertical slats with space inbetween. It is about 10 «x 6, and was moved
from a site to the south, which is now marshland, THe workshop is slight-
ly larger, about 10 x 10,1s constructed of vertical planks, and was moved
here from further out the driveway. The southernmost outbuilding is the
granary, which is a large, vertical-planked tin-roofed building, about
30 x 15. It has an open entrance for carriages on the northern end.

It was moved from the water's edge where it blocked the view as well as
the breeze for the house.

F\
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opocott is a valuable representation of a 17th century vernacular
=tyle once prevalent in the county. H. Chandlee Forman defines a2 Dor-
chester type of house as being one-and-one-half stories, clapboarded,
with small dormers,lyrick chimneys at gable ends -- and cites Spocott as
an example of this. Unlike other houses, Spocott's additions were also
1z stories, and it is a well-proportioned building, a low house on low
land., Far from remaining static, Spocott illustrates the way a house
adapts to its owners over three centuries of use. The 17/th-century house
was added onto in the 13th century, and further enlarged in the mid-19th.
—~igch addition is obvious, but an attempt was made to match the dormers
nd otirerwise present a unified whole.

Dpocott is unusual in the extent to which it represents the
self-sufficient community that many plantations were. Many outbuildings
dating from the mid-19th century remain with little alteration. A dairy,
coal house, corn crib, summer kitchen, smoke house, workshop and granary
all stand on tre property, and there is a reconstructed windmill nearby.
opocott is also the site of & shipbuildng operation; its docks attracted
60- and 70-foot schooners to Gary Creek.

Furthermore, Spocott was the home of several important county
personages. 1t was patented to Stephen Gary even before Dorchester County
was established; he was promineinnt in the founding of the county and held
several appointed offices. In the 19th century, John A.L. Rgdcliffe was
a successful shipbuilder and then farmer on the site, and he was respons—
ible for the grandest renovations to the house. Ypocott is even more
remarkable for remaining in the same family for its 300 years of existence

Spocott's history begins with the Indians. An o0ld Tndian Trail
went through the property, and a legendary oak tree stood there before
1t died in the 20th century after 400 years of existence. The Indian
Council Oak, as it was called, was reputed to be the meeting place for
Indian tribes,

- The first white settler on this land was Stephen Gagry. Lord
4itimore granted him a survey on December 27, 1662 (5/424), and STephen
Gary received the patent for 250 acres..on August 30, 1663. Stephen Gary
had emigrated in 1650 from Cornwall, England, to St. Mary's County, and
three years later his wife Clare followed him. In 1669, when Dorchester
County was established, Governor Charles Calvert appointed him a Commis-
sioner of the County. For the years 1675-6 and 1677-8, Stephen Ggry was
a Peace Commissioner, and in 1678-9 and 168 -1 he was High Sherif .
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Beginning at a point 2200 ft. due south of BMC63 (on USGS 715 minute

map, Church Creek Quadrangle) proceed southwest along bank of Gary Creek,
then southeast still following Creek. At point where shore angles west,
proceed due north approximately 450 ft., then due west approximately
100 ft. to point of origin.
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In 1678, Stephen Gary received 85 pounds of tobacco asgyayment for his
service 1n the campaign against the Nanticoke Indians. Stephen Gary
was apparently a man of stature in his community, and he had some wealth;
by his death in 1686 he had accumulated some 1350 acres besides Spocott.

Tnhe name Spocott most likely comes from Cornwall, England; in
his will (4/202) Stephen Gary bequeathes to his wife Clare some land in
Cornwall, and there is a family name "Specott" there in the 17th century.
otephen Gary bequeathed Spocott to his wife for the remainde of her |
life, then it was to be divided between two of their daughters, Susannah .
and Clare. Clare later married Charles Powell, who was the first lawyer
in the county; in 1692 he and three other lawyers organized the first |
bar association. On August 9, 1695, Charles Powell had Spocott surveyed.

1%t 1s thought that this is when Clare, Stephen Gary's wife,died, and
hat 1t was then divided between the two daughters.

It 1s unknown exactly when the oldest section of the house was
built., Stephen Gary could have built it soon after 1663, or it is also
likely that Charles Powell built it at his accession in 1695, At any
rate, Powell did not live there long; he died in June, 1700, and left
the house to his wife Clare for the remainder of her life. |

Clare then married Thomas MacKeele; their grandson, John, was
dade a Captain in November, 1776, served in the Revolution y War, and
died in 1798, his wife Mary having died earlier that year. It is this
Captain John MacKeele (McKeel) who is found owning Spocott in thg Tax
Assessment of 1783 (Dorchester Oounty Middle District, p.l5). The 150
acres called Spocott contain at this time "1 fram'd Dwelling House 1
Fram'd Kitchen 1 barn 1 milk house 3 log'd houses orch. & garden," and
1s assessed at £280. lNMacKeele is also seen owning 15 slaves, valued at
1752, 8 horses, and 23 cattle, and 11 white inhabitznts live on the land.
Altrough it is unknown exactly when the'middle section of the house was
built, the high assessment of the land indicates that the building is
substantial, and it is probable that gaptain John MacKeele is responsible
for the alteration. |

The next important figure to arise from Spocott is John Anthony

LeCompte Rgdcliffe, a direct descendant of otephen Gary. Although |
—JSpocott always remained in the same family, it was in the hands of later-

21 descendants when John A.L. Radcliffe bought it June 2, 1849 (WJ5/13).

kRadcliffe immediately built a shipbuilding yard on the property, which

continued in operation until the Civil War, when he built a granary on

the site. Radcliffe also erected z windmill on his property, at the
mouth of Gary Creek; it was reconstructed in 1971. In the 1877 atlas,
John A,L. Rapdeliffe is listed as a "farmer" owning 500 acres.
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In his 1851 ledgeri/, John A.L. Radcliffe lists "Cost of our
house" including 3000 feet of white pine planks. This was thought to go
into a renovation of the existing house, particularly re-covering 1t
with clapboard. His 1867 ledger lists payments to various workers on
his house, including painting, plastering, and laying brick; 1t 1s
thought that this refers to the building of the front, northern section.

John A, L, Radcliffe, prominent in his own right, was also the
father of Senator George L. Radcliffe, although 1t was George's brother,
Thomas Broome Radcliffe, who acceded to the ownership and was responsible
for some alterations in the 1910s and '20s. Spocott remains in the

family today, a testament to i1ts own adaptabrlity and the way of life
that 1t supported.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Spocot is one of the best known of Dorchester County's
dwelling houses. It is unique 1n many ways, its plan and
composition, as well as, its setting and outbulldings.

The house is a "T"-shaped dwelling, with the base of the

l "T" being the earlier portion of the house. The top of

the "T" was built by John Anthony LeCompte Radcliffe 1n

1 1868, the same gentleman who built the school which now

stands on the Windemere property. Like the school, this

' portion of the house has a heavy bracketed cornice. It

is three bays long and two bays deep, with a porch across

its north facade. Three dormers light the second story,

| and between the dormers two large chimneys rise above the
"A" roof.

Behind this portion stretches the earliler part of the

housg, its composition is like Jones- Regulation and sev-

eral houses in the Neck District. The one irregularity

about the appearance of this part is the position of the

chimney in the taller of the two parts, i.e. in the center

of the house. Possibly this was moved from the gable as

4 result of the construction of the wing, by John Radcliffe.

That part of the house has a screened porch along its east

facade and some extensions on the west. The lower portion

is four bays long and, like the former has, two dormers

on each side of its "A" roof. A chimney rises between

the two sections, servicing the two rooms within. On the

south gable is a huge kitchen fireplace built on the out-

side of the building.

Of interest is the unusual floor plan of the kitchen
wing, with the stair rising between the two rooms, and
there being a former door between the east wall and be-
ginning of the stair. Originally, there was also a board
partition extending from the stair to the fireplace wall
making a corridor between the kitchen and what 1s now a
bedroom. Most of the interior trim dates from the early
and mid-19th century, although the kitchen walls and ceil-
ing are sheathed with the type beaded board used around
the turn of the century. (1890-1920)

The interior of the later portion 1s very similar to
the interior of Travers House, closeby.

On the property are a row of mid-19th century out-
buildings, mostly constructed by John Radcliffe, including:
coal and potatoe house, old summer kitchen, smoke house,
stable, formerly an ice house and having an interesting
construction, corn crib, shop, and granary.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Spocot is an interesting and unique
vernacular structure and one of the most well-known of
Dorchester County's dwellings.

Spocot was originally patented to Stephen Gary, in
1662, who was active in the political development of the
County in the 17th century. In the nineteenth century
John Radcliffe, a descendant of Stephen Gary, had a ship-
yard on the property as well as a community which main-
tained the plantation economy. John Radcliffe's son,
George, was a U.S. Senator from Maryland.
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mAME AND TITLE:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant i

DRGANIZATIDN DATE

~ Maryland Historical Trust Jul 1G

r‘.:3TREET AND NUMBER:

Shaw House., 21 State Circle _ )

CITY DR TOWN: STATE

Annapolis Marvlang 2140
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““Jgtate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)
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National State L.ocal
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